A Message from a Once Sinful Woman 

1.0 Scripture 

1.1 Luke 7:36–39 (NKJV) 36 Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 37 And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 38 and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.”

1.2 Luke 7:40–43 (NKJV) 40 And Jesus answered and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” So he said, “Teacher, say it.” 41 “There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 And when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave (charizomai; from 5485; to show favor, give freely:—bestowed(1), forgave(2)
) them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.” And He said to him, “You have rightly judged .”
1.3 Luke 7:44–46 (NKJV) 44 Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. 45 You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. 46 You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil. 
1.4 Luke 7:47–50 (NKJV) 47 Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.” 48 Then He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 And those who sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 50 Then He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”
2.0 Introduction
2.1 Our text opens with one of the Pharisees inviting Jesus to a dinner party. 

2.1.1 The Pharisees developed a tradition of strict interpretation of the Mosaic law, developing an extensive set of oral extensions of the law (traditions) designed to maintain religious identity and purity.
 
2.1.2 Pharisees quite generally resented the idea of John the Baptist and Jesus that all men needed repentance and they most of all. They regarded themselves as righteous and looked with contempt on “sinners.”
2.1.3 They were thought to be self-righteous (having confidence in themselves), spending less time observing themselves through heaven’s lens and more time looking at others through their lens.
2.1.4 Luke 18: 9–14 (NKJV) 9 Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’ 13 And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

2.1.5 Isaiah 64:6 (NKJV) 6 But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, Have taken us away.

2.1.6 Philippians 3:9 (NKJV) 9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;

2.1.7 2 Corinthians 5:21 (NKJV) 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

2.1.8 Romans 10:3–4 (NKJV) 3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.

2.1.9 Romans 8:4 (NKJV) 4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

2.2 Jesus was anointed 2 or 3 different times
2.2.1 Matthew 26:6-13 and Mark 14:3-9 – head anointed in the house of Simon the Leper in Bethany, possibly 2 days before the Passover by an unknown woman, leading to Some of the disciples believing this was a waste, 

2.2.2 John 12:1-8 - feet anointed by Mary in the house of Lazarus, Mary, and Martha in Bethany 6 days before the Passover 
2.2.3 Luke 7:36-50 – feet anointed in the house of Simon the Pharisee by an unnamed woman who was known to be a sinner

3.0 Luke 7:36–39 (NKJV) 
3.1 36 Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 
3.1.1 Why? To get to know Jesus, To trip him up, To throw a party
3.1.2 In the east the guests did not sit, but reclined, at table. They lay on low couches, resting on the left elbow, leaving the right arm free, with the feet stretched out behind; and during the meal the sandals were taken off. That explains how the woman was standing beside Jesus’ feet.

3.1.3 When a guest entered such a house three things were always done – kiss, foot washed and dried, anointed with oil

3.1.4 The scene is the courtyard of the house of Simon the Pharisee. The houses of well-to-do people were built round an open courtyard in the form of a hollow square.
3.1.5 It was the custom that when a Rabbi was at a meal in such a house, all kinds of people came in—they were quite free to do so—to listen to the pearls of wisdom which fell from his lips.
3.2 37 And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 38 and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil. 
3.2.1 She was a sinner - was
3.2.2 When she knew that Jesus sat at the table, - She came to see Jesus
3.2.3 This woman had a reputation and she came to a place she probably doubted she would be received because Jesus was there.   Her love for Jesus was greater than her fear of man

3.2.4 Stood at his feet behind him weeping – emotional 

3.2.5 She probably noticed that Jesus who should have been treated with honor as a guest, nonetheless as the Christ, had not received his feet washed, so she took her alabaster flask and poured her precious oil not on his head or body but on his feet.  Her life had been changed by Jesus

3.2.6 She brought a flask of fragrant oil not water or a towel.  She did not come to get something from Jesus but to give (back) to him

3.2.7 Did she note the negligence that had been shown Jesus by his host – wash and wipe feet, holy kiss, anoint him, 
3.2.8 But what was the host thinking
3.3 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.” – a self righteous judgment
3.4 But was the woman who anointed him saved

3.4.1 Note: Luke 7:31-35 is comparable to Matthew 11:16-19
3.4.2 Following Matthew 11:19 is Matthew 11:25-30
3.4.3 Matthew 11:28–30 (NKJV) 28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”
3.4.4 Could it be that she came to Jesus before the party
3.4.5 Luke 7:39 (NKJV)39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.”
4.0 Jesus tells a parable – Luke 7:40-43 Jesus answers the unspoken thought in the mind of the Pharisee with a parable of 2 debtors
4.1 Luke 7:40–43 (NKJV) 40 And Jesus answered and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” So he said, “Teacher, say it.” 41 “There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 And when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave (charizomai; from 5485; to show favor, give freely:—bestowed(1), forgave(2)
) them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.” And He said to him, “You have rightly judged.”
4.2 Neither debtor could repay

4.3 We do not have to compare the sizes of our forgiveness to love more.  I  can remember what it cost to have my sins forgiven which is what it cost you and it cost Him everything.
5.0 Jesus applies the parable Jesus confronts Simon the Pharisee for his neglect, assumptions, and judgmental spirit
5.1 Luke 7:44–48 (NKJV) 44 Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. 45 You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. 46 You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil. 47 Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.” 48 Then He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”
5.1.1 Luke 7:44 (NKJV) 44 Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman?
5.1.2 Simon thought he knew the woman but he knew of her past not her present or future
5.1.3 Her faith brought her forgiveness of sins, her salvation, and a new love that sprang into action serving Jesus. 
5.1.4 James 2:18 (NKJV) 18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.
5.2 Luke 7:48–50 (NKJV) 48 Then He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 And those who sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 50 Then He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”
5.2.1 It was the woman’s faith that saved her by causing her sins to be forgiven which she responded to with love for the one who made all this happen - her savior Jesus

5.2.2 Her faith in Jesus and His words brought her salvation, the forgiveness of sins which she evidenced by her new love.
6.0 Ending
6.1 One apparently brief encounter with Jesus, change a woman known in the community as a sinner into a disciple of Jesus who that day came back to honor Jesus and found more ways to serve him.

6.2 Have you had your encounter?  What are you doing with it now?  Are we still serving Jesus or are we becoming self-righteous concluding that serving Jesus like we use to is for someone else now.
6.3 Have we left our first love?  Is our altar fire not as bright as it used to be, is it almost out?  Today is a good day to renew it.

6.3.1 Matthew 25:40 (NKJV) 40 And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’
6.4 Note who we do not hear this woman speak one word.  People talk about her and she lets Jesus talk for her
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